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NEWS FROM THE O’NEILL
MERYL STREEP TO RECEIVE 

EUGENE O’NEILL THEATER CENTER’S 

14TH ANNUAL MONTE CRISTO AWARD
APRIL 21, 2014 NYC CEREMONY TO HONOR ACTRESS’ O’NEILL ROOTS 

AND LIFELONG COMMITMENT TO STAGE & SCREEN
Waterford, CT (October 17, 2013) -- The Eugene O’Neill Theater Center announced today that it will present the 14th Annual Monte Cristo Award to legendary theater, film, and television actress Meryl Streep in recognition of her monumental achievements and contributions to the American theater.  

The Award will be presented by Joe Grifasi, long-time friend and fellow O’Neill artist and Yale classmate, at a gala dinner held in her honor in New York City on April 21, 2014. Further details on the location and program will follow.
Meryl Streep's great empathy for her characters and the diversity of women she has chosen to portray has distinguished her work in film, television, and theater for almost three decades. For this she has received an unmatched seventeen Academy Award nominations and won the Oscar three times.  A graduate of Vassar College and Yale School of Drama, one of Streep’s first professional jobs after Yale was at the O’Neill’s National Playwrights Conference in 1975, acting in five plays over six weeks.  

She is a co-founder of Mothers and Others, a consumer advocacy group that worked successfully for twelve years to change the way toxins in the environment were regulated, and to promote access to organic and sustainably grown food. She continues her advocacy work with Women for Women International, the Women in the World Foundation and Partners in Health, among other organizations. Her husband, sculptor Don Gummer, and she are the parents of a son and three daughters.

“The O’Neill is a place unlike any other,” Ms. Streep remarked.  “I’m honored to receive this award from an organization so vital to the discovery and support of new artists and work for the American theater, including my friend and Yale classmate, Wendy Wasserstein.” 

Recalling her time at the O’Neill, she continued, “That summer we were all engaged with full hearted passion in sometimes the silliest of exercises, and all in service of finding that wiggly, elusive creature:  a new play.  The process was so condensed that I learned a sort of invaluable swiftness of decision making, out of necessity. The "choices" could not be labored over, and that, for certain types of thinking actors, is a gift of exigency.  You had to, like your fifth grade teacher said, in multiple choice questions, just go with your first instinct, don’t worry it to death. That’s what actors did at the O’Neill, and with full blown commitment.  Like jumping off the platform onto the swinging trapeze…don’t hesitate. It’s a good lesson. One I’ve carried with me my whole life.

“And the person I have retained most closely from those days is my buddy Joe Grifasi, who, as I recall it, was the one responsible for my going to the O’Neill.  He’s the one who told me about it, and I thought, got me in. One of the funniest actors in the world, known to everyone in the theater community for forty years, and the embodiment of the "just get up and do it" school of acting. A champ.”
Following her studies at Yale and summer at the O’Neill, Meryl Streep starred in several productions of Shakespeare in the Park and on Broadway and broke onto the film scene with her role in the drama Julia (1977). The following year she appeared in The Deer Hunter opposite Robert De Niro and Christopher Walken, for which she earned her first Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor.  Other acclaimed roles include: Sophie’s Choice (1982), Postcards from the Edge (1990), The Bridges of Madison County (1995), The Hours, Adaptation (2002), The Devil Wears Prada (2006), and The Iron Lady (2011).  In 2013, she will appear in the film adaptation of Tracy Letts' play August: Osage County with Julia Roberts and will star in a film version Stephen Sondheim's fairy tale musical Into the Woods, directed by Rob Marshall, to be released in December 2014.
O’Neill Executive Director Preston Whiteway remarked, “We are deeply honored and incredibly delighted to present Ms. Streep with the Monte Cristo Award.  Her undeniable passion, talent, and legendary work ethic – to say nothing of her philanthropic efforts - truly mirror the ethos of the Monte Cristo Award:  the ‘artistic excellence and a lifelong commitment to theater’ of our namesake.  As we celebrate the O’Neill’s 50th Anniversary, we are proud to honor one of our very own.”
The Monte Cristo Award is presented to a prominent theater artist each year in recognition of a distinguished career exemplifying Eugene O’Neill’s “pioneering spirit, unceasing artistic commitment, and excellence.”  Past recipients of the Award include Christopher Plummer, Michael Douglas, James Earl Jones, Harold Prince, Kevin Spacey, Neil Simon, Jason Robards, Jr., Edward Albee, August Wilson, Zoe Caldwell, Brian Dennehy, Karl Malden, Arthur & Barbara Gelb, and Wendy Wasserstein.
For sponsorship opportunities, table and ticket reservations, or more information about the O’Neill’s Monte Cristo Award, please contact Ainslie Seeber at 860-443-5378 x285 or events@theoneill.org.
# # #
About the O’Neill
Founded in 1964, the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center is the country’s preeminent organization dedicated to the development of new works and new voices for American theater. In the bold tradition of its namesake Eugene O’Neill – four-time Pulitzer Prize Winner and America’s only playwright to win the Nobel Prize in Literature – the O’Neill has been home to more than 1,000 new works for the stage and to more than 2,500 emerging artists. Scores of projects developed at the O’Neill have gone on to full production at other theaters around the world, including Broadway, Off-Broadway, and major regional theaters.

Recipient of a 2010 Tony Award for Regional Theatre and 1979 Tony Award for Theatrical Excellence, O’Neill programs include the National Playwrights Conference, National Music Theater Conference, National Critics Institute, National Puppetry Conference, Cabaret & Performance Conference, and National Theater Institute (NTI). NTI offers intensive theater training programs for academic credit, including the Moscow Art Theater Semester (MATS), a semester of study abroad, and six-week summer program, Theatermakers.

The O’Neill owns and operates the Monte Cristo Cottage as a museum open to the public. The childhood summer home of Eugene O’Neill, the Cottage is a National Historic Landmark.
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